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those palatial surroundings of dazzling splendour, Gandhi, in his
Kathiawadi dress,  looked a complete misfit.  Pherozeshah Mehta
said that he did not think it was necessary for him to tell the audience
anything about the life and career of Gandhi. For the last few years
the whole country had resounded with the tale of his great deeds, his
courage and great moral qualities, his labours and his sufferings in
the cause of the Indians in South Africa, in enabling them to assert
and maintain their self-respect and their honour. They were, there-
fore, all proud of Mr. Gandhi and he would take leave to say, they
were prouder still of Mrs. Gandhi. There was no more pathetic thing
in the whole campaign which Gandhi waged in South Africa than the
incident of Kasturbai insisting upon standing shoulder to shoulder
with him in the fight and the sufferings and privations he was pre-
pared to undergo. Gandhi had already told them that he meant to
devote the rest of his life to Indian work here. Gandhi had shown that
he would combine the greatest qualities of courage and heroism with
the greatest loyalty, and at this time, it was no small thing to think
that his exertions had brought about such a state of things that the
Indians in South Africa could stand side by side with them, in their
expressions of enthusiastic and devoted loyalty to the British Crown.
Replying to the speech Gandhi said that he had felt that he would
be more at home in his own motherland than he used to be in South
Africa, among his own countrymen. But during the three days that
they had passed in Bombay, they had felt—and he thought he was
voicing the feelings of his wife too—that they had been much more
at home among those indentured Indians, who were the truest heroes
of India. They felt that they were indeed in strange company in
the city of Bombay.
The burden of Gandhi's replies at most receptions was that the
people had honoured Kasturbai, "as the wife of the great Gandhi."
He, however, had no knowledge of "the great Gandhi". Hither-
to, he said, the people in India had known nothing of his failures.
All the news that they had received related to his successes. Here
people would now see them in the naked light, and would see their
faults, and anticipating such faults and failures, he asked the people
to overlook them, and with that appeal, Gandhi said, he, as a humble
servant, would commence the service of the motherland.
The Gujarati community gave a special reception to Gandhi. Mr.
Jinnah delivered a welcome speech in English. Most of the other

